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Characters

· Narrator
· Micah

· Reuben

· Father

· Ezra

· Simeon

· Samuel

· 1st Friend

· 2nd Friend

· 3rd Friend

· 4th Friend
· Shopkeeper

· Jacob

· Farmer
· Pigs
· Dan
Narrator
Our play is one of the many parables which Jesus told to the people of his day.  It is a parable that shows us that God has an open heart and is prepared to take us back when we realise that we have done wrong and have asked for forgiveness.
SCENE 1:  At Home on the Farm – outside
Narrator
We begin our tale at a farm where two brothers, Reuben and Micah, live with their father. Micah, the younger son, is lazing about as usual.

(Curtains open – lights up.  Micah lying down chewing a corn stalk)
Micah
(Yawning)  Oh, what a drag work is! The very thought of it makes me feel tired! “Take the sheep out to pasture”, Dad says, but why should I?
I took them out yesterday and they ate so much grass that I'd have to take them twice as far today! Anyway, sheep are so boring - no wonder counting them sends you to sleep!
SONG – That’s the life for me

Micah
I think I'll just keep out of everybody's way down here.
(Lies down behind fence/wall/haystack?  Enter Reuben, the elder son, from right and Father from left)
Reuben
(lndignantly)  Well, l went up to the pasture like you told me to, Father, but Micah was nowhere to be seen, let alone any sheep.

(Micah sits up and listens to conversation with interest)
Father
Oh Reuben, I am sorry you went all that way for nothing - but where can he be?
Reuben
He's probably asleep somewhere!  It's time you punished him for wasting our time. The flock has really gone downhill since you put him in charge of it. He's lost eight sheep over the last week!

Father
Give the lad a chance, Reuben. He's got a lot to learn, I know, but we must give him some responsibility on the farm. Don't be too hard on him.

Reuben
Hard on him! Oh Father, he's good for NOTHING - that's what. He only wants to have a good time!
(Micah chuckles as Reuben stomps off, left)
Father
(Discovering Micah)  Micah! There you are! Really - your brother is right. You are getting lazier every day!  (Helps Micah up)
Micah
Oh, Dad ….
Father
I can't rely on you to do anything. Reuben works so hard for me and you just loll about and let him get on with it! It's hardly surprising that he's fed up.

Micah
But the work here is so boring. I can never do what I want to - I'm always being ordered around - and why? I'm not a slave.

Father
No, of course you're not, but you must learn what has to be done on the farm if you're to help run the family business later on. What would you rather do, Micah?
Micah
(Suddenly serious) I’ll tell you what I want, what I really, really want.
I want to spice up my life 'cause I'm the next generation! I'm sick of this place! I wouldn't care if I never saw it again!
(Father listens open-mouthed) In fact, if you give me my share of your money now …. I'll be off!
(To audience) I’ll go to the city and be rich and famous, with lots of friends - that won't be boring! (Turns to Father and grabs him by the shoulders) Could you get my money ready tonight? I don't want to be in your way any longer. (Father nods slowly) Great! I can be gone tomorrow. I can't wait!
(Micah rushes off full of joy, left)
Father
(Still open-mouthed, shaking his head sadly) Oh Micah, Micah my son, you are making a terrible mistake.

(Father slowly, sadly, shuffles away, left.  Lights dim – curtains close)
SCENE 2: At Home - inside 
Narrator
The next morning, the servants are helping with Micah's preparations for leaving.

(Curtains open – lights up.  Simeon, a servant, is packing clothes into a bag.  Samuel, another servant brings in food and drink from back and right. Reuben is looking on. Father talking to Ezra, another servant)
Father
Ezra! Go and fetch the money I have put ready.

Ezra
Yes, master.

(Ezra goes to fetch the money, back then right)
Reuben
You mustn't worry, Father. You're better off without a son who is willing to spend his inheritance before he's even due for it!
Father
(To audience) Are all young men so foolish? I'm really worried that he will be killed by robbers for all his money.
(To Reuben) I've tried to persuade him to stay, but . . .

(Enter Micah and Jacob, his servant, with his own bag, from left)
Micah
Right! We're all set. Have you finished my packing?
Simeon
Yes sir, everything you wanted to take is in this bag as well as food and drink for your journey.

(Re-enter Ezra, from back)
Ezra
Master, here is the money you asked for.
(Gives it to Father)

Father
Here, my son. Here is your share.

Simeon
Young master, are you sure you really want to leave?
SONG – Please don’t go

Micah
Well, I'm sorry, but I've made up my mind. (To audience) There'll be no more work for me - I'm off to enjoy myself!

(Micah and Reuben shake hands. Father embraces Micah. Jacob is loaded up with all the bags)
Father
May the Lord God of our fathers go before you and keep you from harm.

Micah
Let's hit the road, Jake!
(Micah and Jacob walk away right, singing 'Hit the road, Jake '. Father and Reuben watch. Father waves. Servants stand apart from Father and Reuben)
Samuel
He didn't even say goodbye.

Ezra
No, and he didn't say thank you for the money!
Simeon
Well, I don't suppose we'll ever see him or the money again!
(Thev walk off. Then Reuben. Last of all, Father. Everyone exits back and left)
(Servants change into Pigs!)

(Lights dim – curtains close)
SCENE 3: In the City

Narrator
We move on to Micah's new life in the city. In the market-place . . . . .

(Curtains open – lights up. Friends and Shopkeeper on stage)

1st Friend
Have you seen the rich young man who arrived last week? He has just bought me a beautiful new coat. He must be loaded.

2nd Friend
Yes. Look, he has given me five silver coins. (Holds out hand for others to see)
3rd Friend
Yesterday he gave me ten gold pieces!

1st Friend
Every day he has a great feast with the richest food and he gives each guest a gift. He’s really generous.
4th Friend
Huh! He is also very foolish. One day he will have spent all his money and then he will be sorry.

2nd Friend
Look, here he comes. Here's Micah!
(They all crowd around Micah as he enters, from right, followed by Jacob his servant, carrying his money bag)
3rd Friend
He looks so noble and handsome that he could be a prince.

4th Friend
It’s certainly worth having him around as a friend.

Micah
Hello, my friends. What are we getting today, then?
1st Friend
I should like this golden jewellery box, Micah.

Micah
Fine! Whatever you want! Where is my servant? Come on Jacob, pay the man.

3rd Friend
I would like this beautiful ring, but look how expensive it is.

Micah
Don't you worry about the price tag - it's all on me remember?
2nd Friend
You know, silk was all the rage at the Jerusalem Fashion Week – I’ll have this.

Micah
Magnificent! Goes with your hair!
The 3 Friends' gather together and compare gifts)

4th Friend
What can I have?
Micah
How about this ruby?
Shopkeeper
You can't afford that ruby. I want at least one hundred pieces of gold for it.

Micah
No problem! Come on, Jacob, pay up!
Jacob
You must be joking. There's no money left. You've spent the lot! You'll have to try the lottery!
Micah
You can't be serious.

Shopkeeper
Hey, you haven't paid for that ruby yet.

Micah
I haven't said I was going to buy it.

4th Friend
No! This ruby is mine! You gave it to me!
Shopkeeper
As far as I'm concerned you said you were going to buy it. You are a liar and a cheat. You have stolen my ruby and you shall go to prison for this!
Micah
No! Hey! Wait! Some friends you are! Where do you think you're going?
ALL FRIENDS
Friends? We are not your friends! (Evil laughter)
2nd Friend
He has no money and he is a cheat and yet he calls us friends! Come on, let's go!
(They all walk away, right. Jacob throws empty bag at Micah’s feet and walks away left. Micah stands with his head bowed)
Shopkeeper
So where's my money?

(Lights dim – curtains close. Micah exits right and changes into rags)
SCENE 4: Meanwhile Back at Home

(Front of stage – lights up on whichever character is speaking. Father sitting on one side, looking older and greyer. Reuben on other side, working hard)
Reuben
Now that there's only me to do the work, life is so much harder. Father is so ill with worry that he can't look after the farm any more. Ever since Micah left he's hardly spoken - poor thing. What a selfish, thoughtless thing Micah did. Oh well, it's just as well I'm here.

Father
(Praying) Lord God of our fathers, keep my son safe. Guide his feet back to us and his heart back to you. Keep him alive, that's all I ask. (Weeps silently)
(Lights down. Father and Reuben move to right)
SCENE 5: The Fields Outside the City

Narrator
So Micah had no money and no friends and he wandered around looking for work and food. He saw a farmer working in a field and approached him.

(Curtains open – lights up. Farmer working. Micah enters, right, dressed in rags)
Micah
Are you the owner of these fields?
Farmer
Yes l am. What do you want?
Micah
Oh sir, I am very hungry. Could you find me some work to do?
Farmer
Work? What work can you do?
Micah
I could help with the harvest.

Farmer
There isn't any harvest. The corn didn't grow this year because we have had no rain.

Micah
But there must be something I could do?
Farmer
Well. . . .. can you mind pigs?
Micah
What! Me! Mind pigs? (To himself) But I'm a Jew. . . . but l need the work.... (To Farmer) You're looking at the right man, I'm an expert! Here's my CV.

Farmer
Good! Come on then and I’ll show you where they are. Although, I don't need to show you - you can smell them from here!

(They move across stage to left where Pigs enter)
Farmer
Right then. They eat these scraps. (Points to bucket of peelings)
You can sleep under that tree.

(Farmer leaves, left)
Micah
(Picks up bucket and throws some peelings to Pigs) Here you are, pigs - food! I’m so hungry l could eat this stuff myself. (Begins nibbling) What am l doing? Me, the son of a rich fanner - sitting with pigs - eating their disgusting food! Even the servants back home have a better life than this!

SONG – I believe I’ll go back home (Sing Hosanna 2, page 32)
Micah
What a fool I have been! I have wasted my money and my life and treated my real friends like dirt! I know what I’ll do. I’ll go home and say to my father, “Please, Father, I'm no longer fit to be called your son. Let me come back into your home and be one of your servants instead. Yes! That's what I’ll do!
(Goes out saying, “I hope he’ll forgive me .... '', down hall through audience. Lights dim – curtains close. Pigs off left)
SCENE 6: The Return Home

Narrator
Back at home the father is always hoping for the return of his son.

(Curtains open – lights up. Father sitting in chair. Reuben enters from back)
Reuben
Hello Father. Surely you're not still hoping that Micah will come back? Try to forget him - he's obviously forgotten you.

Father
How can I forget him - he's my son. I can only pray that God will bring him to his senses and return him to us safe and sound.

Reuben
(To audience) Well, there's nothing here for him now. He's had his lot.
(To Father) I'm off to take the sheep to the top meadow - see you later.

(Reuben leaves, left. Father gets up and goes to watch out)
Father
Every day I look out for you, Micah, but never see you. One day I will not be here to watch any more. Wait! (Puts hand up to shield eyes)
Who is that? I think . . . (Runs towards Micah who is entering from back of hall) Micah! My son! (Embraces him, weeping with joy)

Micah
Father! Please forgive me. I have ignored God and I've ignored you and I am no longer fit to be called your son. Let me come into your home and be one of your servants instead.

Father
No! No! You are my son. We thought we'd never see you again and here you are! God be praised! (To servant) Dan! Is beef still on the menu?

Dan
It certainly is, sir!
Father
Great! We'll have a feast! Micah is back! (To Micah) But we'd better get you into some proper clothes first.

(Thev exit, back, arm in arm. Enter Reuben, left)
Reuben
Dan! Dan! Come here! What is all this celebrating for? Has my father gone mad?
Dan
Oh no sir, your brother Micah has come home! Surely you have heard? Your father has killed a calf and arranged a feast to celebrate!
(Dan hurries away. Reuben looks stunned then angry)
Reuben
Well, don't expect me to be in the party mood. (Kicks chair)

(Enter Father from back, totally changed and beaming!)

Father
Reuben, there you are! Come and join the celebrations, son. No more work today.

Reuben
(Angrily) How could you, Father? The son who took half of what you had and wasted the lot has come back and now you’re spoiling him. I've been working year in, year out and you've never let me have a party with my friends!
Father
(Soothingly) Reuben, you are always here. Everything I have is yours. But be happy with us now because Micah, your brother, was lost and now is found! It is time to rejoice! Come, see what a different man he is now - you won't believe it!
(Father and Reuben leave, Father gently leading him to where everyone is gathering for the party)
(Lights dim on stage, but up on front of stage)

Narrator
Later, after the party.

(Father, Reuben and Micah forward)

Micah
I'm so glad I decided to come home. I even missed you, Reuben!
Reuben
Oh sure!
Father
I think Micah is trying to say he's sorry, Reuben. He was wrong to leave us like he did but surely you have done things that you've been sorry for?
I know I have. At least he had the good sense to come back to us.

Reuben
Yes, that can't have been easy.

Father
I think I understand now the joy that God must experience when people turn back to him.

Reuben
Yes, I think I see what you mean. If one of my sheep was lost, I'd drop everything and go out to find it. I'd never give up hope, just like you never did with Micah.
(Join hands - lights dim. Partygoer comes forward and says, “Why the long faces?” Lights up. Everyone comes forward shouting, firing party poppers, etc.

SONG – Lost and Found
THE END
That’s the life for me
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Please don’t go
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I believe I’ll go back home
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1 When I was in my father's house I was well suvpplied;
I made a mistake in taking more for I was dissatisfied.
I believe I'11l go back home, (3)
And acknowledge I did wrong.

2 When I was in my father's house, I had food to spare;
But now I am poor and hungry too - and nobody seems to care.

3 I must return and face the truth - leave my pride behind;
I'11 walk back to my father's house, a servant's place to find.

4 The father saw him far away; ran to him in haste;
Gave him the best there was, and so restored him to his place.

Sing Hosanna 2 page 32-33




Lost and Found
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LOST AND FOUND

A lady was working in her house one day
When a coin from her head-dress rolled away:
She swept through the house looking all around,

And then the lost coin was found.

A Shepherd was up on the hillside one day,
When / one of his hundred sheep / wandered away;
He walked and he searched looking all around

And then the lost sheep was found.

young son demanded of his father his share
/ left the old man / in bitter despair:

The / father watched looking all around,

And then the lost son was / found.

We live in a world of evil darkness today
Where / mankind insists on its own greedy way -
Let us / search for the Lord in His Word, and pray

That we, the lost, will be found.

Lost and found, lost and found,
Jesus 1s telling us the story,
It's by praying, and searching, and looking around,

The lost can be found.




